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A message from CARMEL MIDDLE SCHOOL 

NOTA:  Para español, abrir el archivo adjunto 

Happy Friday afternoon! 

It’s been another great week at CMS and we’ve got quite a few things to highlight, so I’ll jump right into the 
good stuff.  

CMS Honor’s Students – This trimester we had 338 earn a spot on our Gold Honor Roll with a GPA of 3.50 or 
better, 151 students earn a spot on our Silver Honor Roll with a GPA of 3.00-3.49, and 37 students earn 
recognition for raising their GPA by .50 points as compared to their last trimester grades.  What this translates 
to is 526 students earned academic recognition for their hard work this trimester.  At CMS, this is quite an 
achievement as both our school and district have the reputation of being rigorous academic institutions.  We’re 
proud of all our students for their hard work and dedication this trimester and encourage everyone to continue 
building on this foundation of success as we move through the school year.  In addition, I’d like to recognize our 
parents for paving the road to success by helping our students manage the challenges of middle school.  

CMS Honor’s Breakfast – This week we hosted our CMS Honors Breakfast 
program.  Tuesday through Thursday students who had earned a 3.50 GPA or higher were invited to have 
breakfast, courtesy of the PTO, with any/all members of their family.  Turnout was fantastic and folks who came 
enjoyed breakfast burritos, donuts, a variety of fruit, coffee and hot chocolate.  Special thanks to the PTO for 
sponsoring the breakfasts, to the parents who got up at the crack of dawn to decorate and set up the breakfast, 
and to Carmel Valley Roasting Company who donated the coffee and hot chocolate for the event!  

At the end of the second trimester, we will be hosting an honor’s lunch.  The lunch is catered by a local taco 
vendor and is another special event.  Students who earn a 3.50 GPA or better, or who increase their GPA by 
.50 points will earn an invitation to the lunch event.  If you missed out on the breakfast, set your sights on a 
3.50 GPA or a .50 point increase and come join us for the taco lunch! 

Spectacular Winter Concert - This time of year our band, choirs, and orchestra programs are always very 
busy performing at events throughout the peninsula and the past week has been no exception.  Our students 
performed at the Carmel Tree Lighting ceremony and at the Portola Plaza last weekend, and on 
Thursday night, the entire group showcased their talents in a spectacular fashion at the CMS Winter 
Concert.  With several hundred people in attendance each group performed several excellent pieces 
showcasing the talents of individuals and the groups as a whole.  A huge thank you to our directors, Sarah 
Prusasky and Tom Lehmkuhl, for infusing our music program with their passion and talents and taking the 
program to ever growing new heights!  In addition, I’d like to thank all our music families for their ongoing 
support, and give a “shout out” to Bruce Haase, who continues to spearhead the Music Booster program that is 
vital to their sustained success.  Finally, if you haven’t seen these groups perform, make it a point to do so in 
the near future.  Their talents are simply amazing! 

PTO Luncheon – As if the week wasn’t busy enough, our PTO pulled together a staff luncheon today featuring 
a wide variety of delicious foods and desserts.   I can’t find enough ways to say thank you!  Our staff loves the 
special treatment and the delicious food and we all feel exceptionally appreciated when you provide such a 
wonderful spread for us!  Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! 

CMS Directory – Our PTO has worked hard to put together an electronic directory listing contact info for 
families who indicated they were willing to be part of our public directory.  The directory will be emailed sent out 
today in a separate mailing as it is too large to attach to this letter.  This tool can be used to check in with other 
parents, contact classmates about homework, or arranging social gatherings amongst friends.  Please use the 
directory in a responsible manner. 

You Tube – Our iBoss filter has developed a habit of interrupting lesson plans and creating frustration for a 
number of our instructors.  While we consciously employed a strong filter for improved student internet 
limitations during the summer, our current filter has created enough issues that we have requested its 
removal.  This will open up You Tube for students and while our other filters should help keep the content 
clean, we are asking that you monitor your child’s You Tube use carefully.  As always, I’d like to remind 



everyone that everything accessed on a Chromebook goes through a CUSD server.  The contents of every 
search, page opened, and picture viewed are monitored by a variety of programs and individuals.  While this 
makes us feel a bit like “Big Brother”, it’s also an important step in helping students balance the freedoms found 
online with their responsibility to use the internet in an appropriate manner.  Please help us by eliminating 
unsupervised access to You Tube in your home and by checking in frequently to ensure that students are 
spending more time on homework assignments than they are on “Epic Fail Videos”.  As always, please contact 
our office with any concerns you may have.  

Students of the Month; Students with Grit – This month we celebrated students who demonstrated grit in 
some aspect of school or life.  Check out the list of students by clicking on the link below or visiting our website 
and selecting the Student of the Month heading.  Congratulations to those selected as this attribute can take 
you a long way in life! 

http://www.carmelunified.org/cms/lib07/CA01000917/Centricity/Domain/213/Student%20of%20the%20Month%
20-%20November%20Grit.pdf 

Coat Drive –CMS continues to sponsor a warm coat drive to benefit students in need at a local school.  You 
can drop off new or gently used coats, fleece wear, sweatshirts, gloves, hats and scarves in a box in our 
office.  Drop off will be available through Friday, December 16

th
.  If you plan to donate used items, please take 

the time to wash them before donation.  We’ve already received a few coats, but many more are needed! 
Thank you! 

Eyeglass Drive For Haiti - Poverty and natural disasters make it difficult for the people of Haiti to have access 
to basic necessities. Local groups are endeavoring to help in various ways, lending support to the poorest of 
the poor. One simple way our students can get involved in these efforts is by donating prescription glasses no 
longer in use to students in Haiti who have no access to doctors. Our used eye glasses can make a life 
changing difference to students in this devastated area. If you have glasses no longer in use in your household, 
please consider donating them for this cause. A receptacle will be placed in the office for your 
convenience. Adult eye wear is also appreciated. Let's see how many pairs we can collect by Winter Break! 

CMS Magnets: We have CMS magnets for sale in our office featuring our sporty new logo.  Magnets are $5.00 
each with funds coming back to support our PTO.  Pick up a magnet to put your Cougar Pride on display! 

Calendar 

DECEMBER 

5 - 14:  Canned Food Drive continues 

13 - 15:  Final Exam Chinese II, Room C - 4, Period 6 (1:00 - 1:50) 

14:  Library closed after school 

14:  Cougar Cub Concert, Theater, 7:00 p.m. 

19 - 30:  Winter Break, School closed 

 JANUARY 

2:  School resumes 

4 - 6: World Languages Final Exams - Spanish 

6:  Cycle change/progress reports 

10:  Geography Bee Finals, Library 

http://www.carmelunified.org/cms/lib07/CA01000917/Centricity/Domain/213/Student%20of%20the%20Month%20-%20November%20Grit.pdf
http://www.carmelunified.org/cms/lib07/CA01000917/Centricity/Domain/213/Student%20of%20the%20Month%20-%20November%20Grit.pdf


13 ,14: Drama Production 5:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

16:  Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday, School closed 

18:  Drama Production, 5:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

18 -  Feb. 3:  Nepal Fundraiser 

19 - 20:  CCS Honor Choir. Salinas High School  5:00 - 8:00 pm. 

21:  CCS Honor Choir, Salinas High School 8:00 - 2:00 p.m.. 

26 - 28:  CCS Band & Orchestra, Henry Mello Performing Arts Center, Watsonville  4:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

27:  Winter Dance, Gym,  6:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. 

FEBRUARY 

3:  Nepal Fundraiser concludes 

9:  CJSF Induction, CMS Library 6:30 p.m. 

15:  Spelling Bee, Library 11:30 a.m. 

16:  Staff Development Day / Minimum day, School out at 12:00 p.m. 

16:  Cycle change / Trimester 2 

17:  Minimum Day 

16 - 19:  All State Honor Band, Orchestra & Choir -- San Jose 

20:  Presidents Day 

20 - 24:  February Break / School closed 

Nondiscrimination Notification: 

District programs, activities, and practices shall be free from discrimination based on race, color, ancestry, 
national origin, ethnic group identification, age, religion, marital or parental status, physical or mental disability, 
sex, sexual orientation, gender, gender identity of expression, or genetic information; the perception of one or 
more of such characteristics; or association with a person or group with one or more of these actual or 
perceived characteristics. 

  

Notificación de no discriminar: 

Programas, actividades, y prácticas del distrito deberán estar libres de la discriminación basada en la raza, 
color, ascendencia, origen nacional, grupo étnico, edad, religión, estado marital o de paternidad, discapacidad 
física o mental, sexo, género, orientación sexual, identidad de género de expresión, o la información genética; 
la percepción de una o más de tales características; o asociación con una persona o grupo con una o más de 
estas características reales o percibidas 
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https://connectdocs.blackboard.com/xythoswfs/webui/_xy-715757_1-t_dEXQVi2O


 


